to one conclusion only, namely, that the weaker party does not
make any preparation for offering violence for the simple rea-
son that the intention is absent, but when he is suddenly at-
tacked he uses unconsciously, even without wishing to do so,
any weapon that comes his way. The first illustration chosen
by me is that of a man who having a sword uses it single-handed
against a horde of dacoits. The second is that of a woman
using her nails and teeth or even a dagger in defence of her
^honour. She acts spontaneously. And the third is that of a
mouse fighting a cat with its sharp teeth. These three illustra-
tions were specially chosen by me in order to avoid any illegiti-
mate deduction being drawn in defence of offering studied
violence. One infallible test is that such a person is never suc-
cessful in the sense of over-powering the aggressor. He or she
dies and saves his or her honour rather than surrender to the
demands of the aggressor. I was so guarded in the use of my
language that I described the defence of the Poles against over-
whelming numbers as "almost non-violence". In further eluci-
dation of this see discussion with a Polish friend, [vide Appen-
dix IV (M).]

56. Here it will be apposite to give extracts from my
speeches bearing on non-violence on the 7th and 8th August
last before the A. L C. C. at Bombay:

"Let me, however, hasten to assure you that I am the same Gandhi
as I was in 1920. I have not changed in any fundamental respect.
I attach the same importance to. non-violence that I did then. If at
all, my emphasis on it has grown stronger. There is no real con-
tradiction between the present resolution and my previous writings

and utterances___Occasions like the present do not occur in every-

- body's and but rarely in anybody's life. I want you to know and
feel that there is nothing but purest ahimsa in all that I am saying
and doing today. The draft resolution of the Working Committee
is based on ahimsa, the contemplated struggle similarly has its roots
in ahimsa. If therefore there is any among you who has lost faith
in ahimsa or is weaned of it, let him not vote for this resolution.

Let me explain my position clearly. God has vouchsafed to me
'a priceless gift in the weapon of ahimsa. I and my ahimsa are on
our trial today. If in the present crisis, when the earth is being
scorched by the flames of himsa and crying for deliverance, I failed
to make use of the God-given talent, God will not forgive me and
I shall be judged unworthy of the great gift. I must act now. I
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